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Tennessee Andhra Samithi
Constitution and Bylaws

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE TENNESSEE ANDHRA SAMITHI

(Tennessee Andhra Samithi formitdy 1, 1995.Constitution and Bylaws formulated
July 14, 1995retroactively effectivéviay 1, 1995.The Constitution and Bylaws
amendedVarch 20, 1999retroactively effectivaMay 1, 1995.The Constitution and
Bylaws were again amendétarch 28, 2009retroactively effectivévlay 1, 1995.)

PREAMBLE:

Where as the need exists for cohesive action opafteof the people of Telugu origin
residing in Tennessee, it is hereby resolved tmattdor-profit organization be formed to
preserve and propagate the Telugu cultural herdagemaintain the identity of said
group of people, to provide a forum for Telugurktey, cultural, educational, social, and
charitable interaction among its members.

ARTICLE I:
Name:

This registered, not-for-profit organization, iretstate of Tennessee, USA, shall be
known as th&8ennessee Andhra Samithi (TAS).

ARTICLE II:
Objectives:

A. To preserve, maintain, and perpetuate the culheatage of the people of Telugu
origin in Tennessee state and neighboring areas.

B. To encourage and promote the religious, and culfungtions of the Telugu
community.

C. To invite and honor literary, scientific, culturaid religious dignitaries per the
interest of the TAS members.

D. To promote better communication among the TAS merfameilies.

E. To act as an agenty collect donations for educational, medical, ¢hate and
socio-economic development of the needy, and tearéffunds to charities.

F. Toinitiate and organize other functions, whichlwilzolve the participation of
the TAS members.
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ARTICLE Il
Membership and General Body:

Persons aged 21 years or older, subscribing tolijeetives of TAS and willing to abide
by the Constitution and Bylaws of TAS can becomeSTmAembers. Membership is open
to all those interested in the activities and fiort of TAS. The TAS members are
defined as those who paid the Annual or Life-mersiigr All such members constitute
the General Body of TAS.

ARTICLE IV:
Governing Body:

A. Executive Committee: “The governing powers of TARlsbe vested in the
Executive Committee, consisting of President, SacyeTreasurer, and
Members-at-large”. Executive Committee may alsduithe Youth Members.

B. The services to the TAS Executive Committee arenalry and there shall be no
remuneration to any officers. This is a serviceh®community.

C. Eligibility for nomination to TAS Executive Comméte: Life members only are
eligible to hold the position of President, Seangtnd Treasurer. Life members
or the members who paid annual membership dugbdarurrent year are
eligible for holding the position of Executive Conti@e Member. Life Members
or Annual Members children only are eligible to tv@e Youth Members.

D. The duties of each elected official will be as pded in the TAS Bylaws.

ARTICLE V:
Term of Office:

Each member of the Executive Committee shall semwavo years unless and otherwise
a member resigns or moves away. If any member anbrees resign or move out,
replacement member or members will be co-optedhe\Eixecutive Committee by
majority vote for each candidate, without electpracess until the end of the
committee’s term. Similarly if the Executive Comtad feels that there is a need to
increase the committee membership, they may dy so4opting member/members to
the Executive Committee and those co-opted memieenbmers will hold office till the
end of Executive Committee’s term. The term ofrieev Executive Committee starts on
the next day after Telugu New Year function duriing odd year and continues for two
years till the day of Telugu New Year function dhgrithe odd year.
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ARTICLE VI

Installation of TAS Elected Office Bearers

A new TAS Executive Committee will be installed faro years after newly elected
office bearers take office. Procedures shall bgragided in the TAS Bylaws.

ARTICLE VII:
Vacancies:

The order of succession to the Presidency withenstipulated (interim) period until the
next election shall be the Secretary, followedhsy Treasurer. In the event of vacancy
the Executive Committee shall nominate eligible rhenof TAS as specified by the
TAS Bylaws for the vacated office at their nextesthled meeting. Such person shall
serve until the next election.

ARTICLE VIII:
Finances:

The TAS Executive Committee shall maintain two safgaaccounts. One for the TAS
operating funds and second for depositing thentiénbership dues. All funds shall be
deposited in a recognized financial institutionefiégnshall be signatures of the President
and Treasurer to operate the first and second atsou

ARTICLE IX:

Bylaws:

TAS operations shall be carried as per the TAS \Byla
ARTICLE X:

Agent and Office:

The President of the TAS will be the registeredna@é the TAS and his/her residence
will be the registered office of the TAS at no ctwsthe association. It is the
responsibility of the newly elected President timim the change of address in writing to
the Internal Revenue Service, Office of the SecyatState — State of Tennessee,
Federal, State, County and City Government ingbitst— if any, First American

National Bank or any Bank/Financial institution glbranch where the account is active)
and also other agencies with which TAS has busideakngs.
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ARTICLE XI:
Revisions and Amendmentso the Bylaws and the Constitution:

Revisions to the Bylaws and amendments to the @otiesh may be initiated by the
Executive Committee and referred to an ‘Ad hoc’ auitee, (to officiate as Constitution
and Bylaws Committee) of three members appointetth&y¥xecutive Committee. Such

a committee will study, evaluate alternatives, arake their recommendations to the
Executive Committee. The Executive Committee widgent the revisions to the General
Body for approval. Revisions to Bylaws shall beraped by 2/3 of the General Body
members present at the meeting. Amendments todhsti@ution shall be approved by
3/4 of all enlisted General Body Members. Non-reseoof any enlisted member deemed
to be considered as an approval.

ARTICLE XII:
Dissolution of the Organization and Disbursement oFunds:

In the case of dissolution, all assets shall beidiged to such organization which
subscribes to the ideas as those of TAS and atdigdias tax exempt under section 501
(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code or the comwagmg provisions of a future United
States Internal Revenue Law.

Section 1:
Organization’s Purpose:

Said organization is organized exclusively for daate, religious, educational,
and scientific purposes, the making of distribusiom organizations that qualify
as exempt organizations under section 501 (c)f(8)eointernal Revenue code, or
corresponding section of any future federal taxecod

Section 2:
Limitations:

No part of the net earningd the organization shall be used for the benéfioo
be distributable to its members, trustees, officer®ther private persons, except
that the organization shall be authorized and engpeavto pay reasonable
compensation for services rendered and to make @atgnand distributions in
furtherance of the purposes set forth in the piemtesuse hereof. No substantial
part of the activities of the organization shalldagrying on of propaganda, or
otherwise attempting to influence legislation, @mel organization shall not
participate in, or intervene in (including the pshing or distribution of
statements) any political campaign on behalf of @aydidate for public office.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this docup¢ime organization shall not
carry on any other activities not permitted to beied on (a) by an organization
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exempt from federal income tax under section 5013cof the Internal Revenue
code, or corresponding section of any future fddasacode, or (b) by an
organization, contributions to which are deductiloheler section 170 (c) (2) of

the Internal Revenue code, or corresponding secfiamy future federal tax code.
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TENNESSEE ANDHRA SAMITHI (TAS) BYLAWS

The following Bylaws are to be strictly adhered tdy all TAS officials.
The Bylaws are issued as per the Article 9 of theAS Constitution.
When an issue is not covered in the Bylaws, Robestrules of order are
to be followed.

BYLAW I:

Duties of the Executive Committee Members:

A.

The President shall call and preside over all mgstof the Executive Committee
and General Body. He/she shall serve as the dfpiekesperson of the TAS.

The Secretary shall serve as the coordinator @ciNities as may be assigned to
him/her by the President and the Executive Committe/she shall assume the
duties of the President in his/her absence.

. The Secretary shall serve as the coordinator dahalbctivities of the Executive

Committee, and the General Body. He/she shalladsame the responsibility of
maintaining records and any and all other documeifrise TAS.

. The Treasurer shall be the official book keepefAE’s finances related to

operating funds and life membership funds, and $leatesponsible for all the
collections and the annual dues from the membérs. TFeasurer will provide a
written report of all assets and liabilities of fhaS to the General Body at the
Telugu New Year function of each year.

. The members of the Executive Committee shall assibte smooth operation of

the TAS functions and activities. Youth membersfaligpledged voting
members of the Executive Committee. Preferencelmeayiven to College
students and High School seniors for the youth nezmb

If any member of the Executive Committee does ttend three consecutive
meetings without a valid reason, he/she shall ceabe the member of that body
and may be replaced.

BYLAW I

Quorum:

A.

At any General Body meeting, the quorum shall cgiredi one-third of the
enlisted membership. In the event one-third atteocelds not possible, the
president shall call for another General Body nmegti
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B. A quorum at the Executive Committeeeeting shall consist of at least one-half of
the Executive Committee.

BYLAW Il
Conflicts of Interest:

A. No person shall serve two positions in the TAS opizgtion during the same
term.

B. Every effort shall be made to avoid within the sdamaily contesting for
positions in the TAS organization during the saerentof office.

BYLAW IV:

Installation of TAS Officials - Details:

Each term, the TAS Executive Committee shall ballexd by May first week but no
later than June 1st of the election year. The pradlemethod of selecting TAS officers is
by nomination. The procedures for nominations arergin Bylaw V. In the event of a
contest, elections shall be conducted as per thetiBh Procedures given in By Law VI.

BYLAW V:
Nomination Procedures:

A. Nominations shall be received by the Executive Cdabasby December 31 of
the year before the election year. Nominations| $feain writing, nominated by a
member and seconded by two other members andoghelith the full consent of
the candidate to serve the full term of the officelividuals who are interested to
serve may also nominate themselves (self nomingitionwriting. The
nominations shall be opened and validated by trecxwe Committee. The
election records shall be kept for two years.

B. If more than one candidate files the nominationttier same position, all such
candidates must be informed and given opportumtytame to withdraw or
reconsider their nomination. If two or more cantkédaare still contesting for the
same position during the same term, election valtbnducted as specified herein
under Bylaw VI.

C. If no nominations are received voluntarily by Jawyukb, the Executive
Committee shall appoint a Nominating Committee ¢iimg) of three members of
the TAS in good standing to nominate candidatessaiatl be with the full
consent of the candidates to serve the full termm@foffice for all vacant
positions by February 15 and submit it to the Ex@euCommittee.
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D. The candidates recommended by the Nominating Caeenmbay be approved by
a simple majority of the General Body thus conatgdihe selections of TAS
candidates for the following term (there will be meed for elections).

BYLAW VI:
Election Procedures:

A. Elections shall be announced by March 1 and sleatidmpleted by March 21 by
the Nominating Committee.

B. The elections should be called for in writing later than March 16f each
second year for two years term of office.

C. Ballots shall be mailed to all TAS life members.S Afe members only are
eligible to vote in the event of an election. Btdlshall be counted by a three
member panel of committee chosen from the GeneydlBnembers, who will
report final results to the TAS Executive Committ€empetitors may send their
representatives to the counting.

BYLAW VII:

Limitations of Terms in Office:

The TAS President, Secretary, and Treasurer shafierve in the same position for more
than two consecutive terms.

BYLAW VIII:
Record Keeping:

The Secretary of the TAS Executive Committee sialintain all records in coordination

with the Treasurer (regarding financial and accmgntecords), past and present in good
order and also document the minutes of meetingdaotions made during the year. The
Treasurer is responsible for all financial trangas and accounting records.

BYLAW [X:
Audit Committee:

TAS Executive Committee shall appoint an Audit Caittee (minimum of one member
and a maximum of three members), who shall conaglnanternal audit of TAS accounts
prior to the presentation of financial statemeattht General Body.
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BYLAW X:

Annual Filing of Statements:

The Executive Committee assumes the responsibilitjing every year, annual or
periodical tax and other financial statements eéoRbderal, State and Local Government
agencies as required; and also maintain tax reajreach year for at least five years.

BYLAW XI:

Membership Fee:

A. The TAS encourages everyone to become a memblee afssociation. In order to
sustain its activities, the TAS has devised twegaties of membership (Life
member and Annual member) and five categories ofineeship fees. The
following fees are effective unless or otherwisgr@ased/decreased by the
Executive committee by unanimous vote and the véisol for increase/decrease
shall be approved and adopted by a simple majofithie General Body members
present at the Annual General Body meeting. Tis¢ ¢ategory of Life
Membership need full payment at one time only.

The five categories are:

» Life Member $ 125

e Annual Sponsor $ 50
e Annual Member (Family) $ 25
e Annual Member (Single) $ 15
e Annual Member (Student) $ 10

B. TAS may spend the interest amount received frontifdnenembership account
deposits, towards the General fund. TAS may spea@dbnual membership fund
towards the General fund. The life membership flmdmbership fee/principle
amount) either cash-in-bank or invested securd@@sot be withdrawn and spent
by any person or persons who have access to thé&sTid&ncial sources.
Whoever withdraws and spends it, they are legalhponsible for violating this
rule.

C. Revision to the membership categories and feesh@gyoposed by the TAS

Executive Committee and get the revision approwed bimple majority of the
General Body. Such changes of revision do not ajgppyrior members.
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BYLAW XII:
Membership Term and Limitations:
A. Life Membership is transferable only with-in therfiy.

B. Two votes for a family membership and one votesfogle membership are
allowed.

C. Voting rights cannot be delegated to any other@emuitside the family.

D. Annual Membership is for one year, and the memiyesids on Telugu New
Year Function day.

BYLAW XIlI:
Delegation of the TAS:

Delegations and/or Liaisons with other organizaiehall be selected by the TAS
Executive Committee in office when such needs arise

BYLAW XIV:

Past President:

The Past President or any Member of the previouS Efecutive Committee are
valuable resources and are obliged to help the(oewent) Executive Committee with
the orderly transfer of records and bank accodrits.Past President may attend the first
meeting and may also attend routine meetingsgiiested by the current Executive
Committee. The Past President is not a voting memithe Executive Committee.

BYLAW XV:

Miscellaneous Clauses:
Funds for Community Service:
If any Trust, (Scholarship) or Charity funds need¢ established and handled in
future, and the relative Articles and Bylaws Of @enstitution may be adopted
through constitutional amendments by the 3/4 migjafithe General Body as set
forth in Article 11.

P. S. Please note the entire Tennessee Andhrat$aonitstitution is a gender neutral
document, whenever the word he/she is used, it sneifimer one.
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This Constitution and Bylaws are initiated, putetiter, discussed, edited and finalized
by the members of the Executive Committee of Tesee@\ndhra Samithi during their
term of office from March 2007 through March 20@8d they confirm with their
signatures.

The Executive Committee:

*  Member and President Satyanarayana Rao Vadlamudi
* Member and Secretary Madhavi Mallipeddi

* Member and Treasurer Ramesh Aramandla

*  Member Kala Bharathi Vuppalapati
* Member Madhavi Reddy Sunki

*  Member Rama Devi Chadalavada
*  Member Rama Devi Jayanthi

*  Member Sridevi Movva

*  Member Chenchal Rao Subraveti

*  Member Girish Rachakonda
Member Kishore Karlapudi

*  Member Prashanth Gouni

*  Member Subba Rao Uddanti
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This is the latest version of the Constitution &ythws of Tennessee Andhra Samithi,
which was originally written, proposed and adoptgdhe General Membership
unanimously on July 14, 1995 retroactively effeetiMay 1, 1995. The Constitution and
Bylaws were amended and adopted by the General estmip unanimously on March
20, 1999 retroactively effective May 1, 1995. Then€titution and Bylaws were again
amended and adopted by the General Membershiprmanasly on March 28, 2009
retroactively effective May 1, 1995. The followingnfirmation signatures at random
were laid forth by the attendees at the Telugu Near function on March 28, 2009,
duly adopting the TAS Constitution and Bylaws ratritively effective May 1, 1995.

Officially registered with the Dept. of Commercetbé STATE OF TENNESSEE
Government; and was granted non-profit organizatiatus by INTERNAL REVENUE
SERVICE effective October 21, 1996 on a trial bésidive years.

Tennessee Andhra Samithi obtained Exempt statusgmamtly In June 2000.
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